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Inside this issue:  

 

Included in this Newsletter is Nikki Cowlardõs interim report on the 

2014 Church Meadow excavation. We publish it here in full as the CME 

work has been an especially important project initiated by this Society. 

It follows the equally important excavations on Hatch Furlong and has 

also acted as a catalyst in drawing together all the archaeological work 

that has occurred over the years on Roman Ewell and on which Frank 

Pemberton and others have been working. This same report can be 

found in the next SyAS Bulletin, 451 . 

We are also very pleased to announce that the AGM agreed to award 

Eve Myatt -Price an Honorary membership of EEHAS. This is in 

recognition of all the support Eve has given to the Society over many 

years. 

I happened to notice recently that Professor Sheppard Frere died on 25 

February age 98.  As well as being the doyen of Roman Archaeology he 

excavated, and published, locally when a master at Epsom College. 

These included work the grounds of the Grove school, Ewell and  an 

Iron Age site off College Road, Epsom.  

May I also remind and encourage any members who have not already 

done so to  fill in  a gift aid form. This is available on the EEHAS 

website (under Membership) or paper copies are available at the 

monthly meetings.  

Chairmanõs Notes 

April 2015 

Lecture Diary  

May 6th      Ancient Turkey by Jeff Cousins  

 

June 3rd     Excavations in Church Meadow, Ewell by Nikki 

Cowlard & Frank Pemberton  

 

July 1st      The History of Worcester Park, Old Malden & North 

Cheam by David Rymill   

 

Meetings are held on the first Wednesday of each month at St. 

Maryõs Church Hall, London Road, Ewell  KT17 2BB 

Doors open 7.45 for 8pm start. Members free, visitors £4, includes 

refreshments  

 

We are grateful for 

generous donations 

from  

Mr I West  

Mrs L Shaw  
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Church Meadow, Ewell: Excavations in 2014                           Nikki Cowlard  

The third and final season of rescue 

excavation in Church Meadow took 

place in July 2014. Permission was 

granted for the original project in 

expectation of a 10m wide strip of the 

field being absorbed into the adjacent 

graveyard within the next five years 

(for previous interim reports see 

Cowlard 2012; Cowlard 2013). A 

change of plan means that the entire 

field is now to be converted into a 

sports training ground for nearby 

Ewell Castle School. Although the 

field is now ôout of boundsõ the 

Schoolõs heritage statement for this 

development was written by the author, ensuring that the importance of the site was 

recognised in the planning process. Any ground disturbance will be restricted to the top 

20cm of plough soil and the project will carry out a metal detecting survey once the turf has 

been removed, and further geophysics once the field has been reseeded.    

For practical purposes over the three seasons the trench was divided into nineteen 6m 

sections, named alphabetically with ôAõ at the lower end of the field closest to Church Street 

and ôSõ towards the Ewell by-pass at the north -east end. The first two seasons had seen the 

excavation of 60m of the strip, which had revealed evidence for several Romano -British 

features beneath a horizon of deep ploughsoil; the ploughing which had destroyed almost 

everything above early  Roman ground level is thought to have been carried out by a single 

episode of steam ploughing in the second half of the 19 th  century. In 2014, 4m of Area I and 

the entire 6m of J were re -opened together with 55m of ôvirginõ 10m wide strip (K-S) in 

order to complete the excavation in view of the new plans for the area. A further small area 

in Area D was re -opened over the previously excavated ôamphoraõ pit to complete its 

examination.  

At the end of the 2013 excavation a small gully was noted to the west of the deep pit in 

Area J. Further investigation revealed a ditch of probable 1 st century date, shallow and 

wide in profile, running across the trench in a NE -SW direction, roughly in line with the 

anticipated route of Stane Street across the site. This ditch was filled with a grey silt, 

containing some concentrated areas of pottery and other rubbish. There is evidence that the 

ditch was then recut twice; the first was a steep -sided U shaped ditch following the eastern 

edge of the original ditch, with a homogenous pale silt fill; the second recut was on the 

western edge of the ditch and contained several episodes of fill. The segment excavated 

close to the pit in J was free of finds but to the north it contained a grey gritty fill full of 

rubbish. Finally a small V -shaped gully was cut into the west edge of the ditch. This 

sequence mirrored features found in 2012 -3 and together they are interpreted as parallel 

roadside ditches for Stane Street. No agger or road base was apparent between these 

ditches; the area where it should have been in the trench, F,G,H and part of I , had been 

noted as a ôbarrenõ corridor with no below Roman ground surface features, in contrast to 

elsewhere in the trench. It seems probable that the road was built up on a causeway as it 
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descended to the marshy area around the springs. This would have left no evidence for the  

cutting of the road into the natural as would otherwise be expected, and the causeway and 

surface would have been destroyed by ploughing, with the stones being used over the 

centuries for buildings and other roads/tracks or surfaces in the village. Otherwise the 

absence of foundation cuts/base flints for a main thoroughfare is a conundrum.  Between 

the ônon-aggerõ and the eastern roadside ditch were areas of closely-packed pebbles, chalk, 

pot and ceramic building material.  On the western side there was an area of scattered 

flints sunk into the natural clay and a wide but thin layer of crushed mortar. These are 

interpreted as the remains of metalled roadside tracks roughly 3m each in width with the 

road about 6m wide on a causeway between them.  There is evidence for some chalk and 

ôchalk over flintõ surfaces extending over the ditches and the eastern gully, which suggests 

encroachment onto the road; it may be that as the roadside ditches went out of use as 

occupation spread onto the roadside tracks leaving the central agger as a functioning 

highway.  The shallow remains of a gully was found in Area O running NNW -SSE, at right 

angles to the road and may be a property division similar to those seen in 2012.  

The deep pit [241] in Area J, which had been sectioned the 

previous season, was re-excavated.  This circular pit was 1.3m 

in diameter with clay -lined vertical sides and more than 2m 

deep.  It had been cut through the eastern roadside ditch [but 

not the later gully] and the uppermost layers were 1.4m deep 

and full of burnt material and rubbish. A number of late 4 th  

century coins were retrieved and towards the bottom of this 

layer were deposited the bones of what have been initially 

identified as those of a small dog and at least one bird.  

Beneath this was the base of the clay lining which extended up 

the vertical sides to the top of the pit, presumably making it 

water -tight. Whether its use was industrial or ritual at this 

point cannot yet be ascertained, but initial examination of 

environmental samples have revealed the presence of single 

spiral water snails. Beneath the clay lining was a layer of 252 

flints, 177 of them knapped, mixed with the upper and lower 

mandible, two scapulae, sacrum and part pelvis of a horse. 

These would have been carefully placed as neither the flints 

nor  the bones were damaged as they would have been by being thrown in from the surface. 

Below was a heifer skull placed on its side against one wall, with 

the rest of the layer packed with sand. This overlay more flint 

sitting on loose clay, underneath which was the flat sandy 

natural base of the pit. Extending across the base was what 

looked like a raised branch of concreted sand, about 10 -20cm in 

width, more than 20cm deep, and  running vertically 40cm up the 

west wall of the pit. Placed parallel to this natural concretion on 

the south side was a single animal rib. It appears that the base of 

the pit cut through part of this linear iron -pan concretion. Three 

substantial postholes were found cut into the surface of the 

roadside track to the north -west of this pit. They may have 

supported posts denoting an entrance from the road to a ritual 

area; pottery dating may help ascertain whether they are 

contemporary.  


