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It is very sad to record the death of Lou Hays in August. Lou was

a stalwart member of the Society and the committee for a number

of years recently. Itis a great loss to lose such an active member.
A full obituary appears in this Newsletter.

Cllr Mike Teasdale has been interested for some in a project to
mark out, in some way, the site of Nonsuch Palace which
currently only has the two concrete pillars indicating the site of
the Outer and Inner courtyards. This is of course something that
has been discussed many times over the years and is not without
difficulty not the least from the maintenance point of view d the
area is pasture mown at regular intervals. Nevertheless it is an
initiative we would wish to support. Likewise, the site of Palace
Stables, 300 yards north east of the palace, has never been
investigated.  This in particular we feel would be a very
worthwhile project perhaps initially involving some geophysical
survey work. As the park is administered by the Nonsuch Park
Joint Management Committee and the Friends of Nonsuch we
hope to discuss with them this possible initiative.

Lecture Diary
December 6th Christmas Party.

January 3rd World War 1 - Keeping your head in the trenches:

WWII - Life on the home Front: Martin Olney.

February 7th  Leith Hill Place: Patrick Newberry.

Meetings are held on the first Wednesday of each month at St.
Marydés Church Hall, London Road

Doors open 7.45 for 8pm start. Members free, visitors £4, includes
refreshments.
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September Meeting 0 Horace Wal pol e, Strawberry Hil
buil ding) of myStephercGaské or s 6 Steve Nelson

Stephen Clarke is a Trustee of the Strawberry Hill Trust founded in 2002 to restore and
open to the public Horace Walpoleds gothic
lease from the Catholic Education Service who acquired Strawberry Hill in 1923. Stephen
began by outlining the character of Walpole himself who was the son of Sir Robert Walpole.
He was born, in 1717, into a privileged and political family and one which secured him a
substantial income, mainly from government sinecure appointments which did not stop him
from making the Grand Tour between 1739 -1741. He was obviously clever, something of an
aesthete and a man of wide learning from an early age and polymathic in his interests and
accomplishments. He was a Whig MP, with liberal views, until 1768, albeit for a number of
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orotten boroughso.

With the means to satisfy his many and architectural interests and he began, in 1747,
creating his gothic house and retreat which
had bought what was a pair of simple cottages, in Twickenham and it was around these that

he developed, to his own design, his ideas of the then revolutionary gothic architectural
style. Stephen outlined the building by stages, of the house that survives today. Amongst
Wal pol eds many interests was a fascination
his ancestors; it was from this that the pa
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As a connoisseur, in the C18 meaning and a great collector of all forms of art he wanted
appropriate interiors to display them to his wide circle of friends whom in entertained thereg'
Walpole was also a huge collector of books and his library, built in 1754, contained the gotkic
bookcases to contain his collections. Walpole's own letters and writings are a mgjfor
hi storical source. Stephen Cl ar Sekectecth betters foe
Everymands Library. m
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7. When Walpole died in 1797,
without a child (he never
married) , Strawberry Hill
passed to his cousin's
daughter, Anne Damer. In
‘ 1811 it passed to another
distant relative, Lady
Waldegrave who extended
and added to the building.
However, in 1842 her
grandson, in a fit of pique,
dispersed of the contents in
one of the most famous sales
of the century. The Trust has
had some success recently in
reacquiring some of the more important objects and items of furniture for the house. In
addition, after a £9m HLF grant aid Strawberry Hill and its garden has been fully restored

and is now fully open to the public, albeit on selected days.
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October Meeting - Community Archaeology in Farnham: Anne Sassin -Allen
Nikki Cowlard

Anne is a professional archaeologist with a number of part -time posts d as a Sessional
Lecturer at Canterbury Christ Church University, with CBA South -East, and Outreach and
Project Manager for Surrey Archaeological Society. She is particularly passionate about
outreach and heritage learning, in particular fieldwork and community archaeology
programmes in Surrey.

Finding Farnham Far n h a-pitbng community dig, started in 2014. The project was
led by the Museum of Farnham and local archaeologists Anne Sassin and David Graham of
Surrey Archaeological Society. This summer the 4 «» season was completed with 51 1m : test
pits now excavated. The project aims to: encourage residents to engage in local heritage;
introduce them to archaeological skills and techniques; develop participation of local groups

for future outreach; better understanding of the nature of settlement in Farnham. The
objectives included involving local groups and schools, excavating a series of test pits,
recording and analysing artefacts, providing hands -on workshops, running open days and
creating displays of project results, as well as past excavations.

Farnham was the principal site named in a charter of AD 685 -688 in which Cadwalla of
Wessex gives 60 hides of land in the area for the building of a minster/monastery. From the

7+ Century Farnham belonged to the Bishops of Winchester. The Saxon settlement centred
on the south side of the current town, towards the Wey. Several Grubenhauser were found
during gravel digging during the 1920s. Finds including a bronze clasp, annular clay loom
weights, an iron knife -blade (typically Saxon), a cylindrical glass -bead and two undecorated
pot-sherds. The Norman settlement became urbanised in the 12 « century with the castle
built by Bishop Henry de Blois to the northern end, main streets of Castle Street and The
Borough/West Street, and the Wey at the south end.
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Gravel pits around the town have revealed a wealth of prehistoric material, and gravel
extraction and late housing revealed a late 3 -4~ century bath complex and dwelling at the
Six Bells. 1t is likely that Farnham is associated with the nearby Alice Holt pottery
industry.

The test pits were excavated using the method employed by the CORS (Currently Occupied
Rural Settlement) project, with 1m : test pits distributed as widely as possible around the
settlement (although in reality position is dependent on which property owners giving
permission). Each test pit can be completed in less than a day; volunteers de  -turf the TP,
and trowel/dig down in 10cm spits, with digging, sieving and finds  -washing taking place
simultaneously. Finds are recorded by layer number and any features planned. Many
local KS2 school children took part enthusiastically in the process.

Whilst many of the TPs revealed little of interest, some did come up with surprises. A TP

in Farnham Park sited to explore the possibility of a Civil War cannon park found nothing,
and a TP in Bishopds Meadow showed t h2®c. ditch.
West Street cemetery revealed the area was used as a Victorian dump but Lidar and follow
-up resistivity showed a linear feature which might have been the Roman road. However
when investigated further it was thought to be terracing for hop fields and later
allotments. TPs at Coxbridge Farm revealed an 18 ~ century building, and at the Windsor
almshouses found assemblages of 11w-14t c. pottery including a large rim of Saxo -Norman
chalky ware. Brasserie Blanc gave permission for 3 TPs which showed 19  c. cobbling and

e

12-13i c. pottery. Whilst the Old Vicarage had its origins in 13 t c. only a couple of

medieval sherds were retrieved. Two TPS were sited at 18 w c. St. Andrews Rectory this
summer produced medieval pottery, but none earlier than 12 w c.. Long Garden Walk,
which was hop fields until 20  c, showed evidence for a midden, cobbles of a riding circle
(which can be seen on the 1870 OS map), and part of a modern patio surface.

Gostrey Meadow, which was a Victorian dump in the centre of town, is how a public open
space, and TPs were opened there for an Open Day for children to try their hand at
digging. A professional flint knapper was also present to entertain and educate the
visitors.

Anne talked about the benefits of community archaeology & rooting fieldwork in the
community, welcoming volunteers, a partnership between researcher and community, and
encouraging questions that one might not normally consider. Offering workshops and
training, holding Open Days with experts present, involving school groups and offering
them the chance to not only dig but to process and record finds, draw sections and plans,
use the dumpy level, to learn about stratigraphy and the wider role of the archaeologist are
all aspects of community archaeology in Farnham.

Another current project in Farnham is  Hidden Heritage which aims to raise awareness and
bring to Iife Farnhamds extensive archaeol
interpretation series including a period -based leaflet series, sign posting and interpretation
boards for important site, displaying rarely seen artefacts, walks and storytelling.

These community projects in Farnham will hopefully inspire you to get involved in your
own Society and locality. They have already inspired the EEHAS committee to think about
how we can use some of these activities to raise the profile of archaeology and local history
in the Borough.
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Ewell in Space Jeff Cousins

4 October 2017 marked the 60th anniversary of the launch of
Sputni k 1, the worldds first
as | was always interested in spaceflight and the planets.
What | regarded as the best available books on spaceflight,
such as oOManned Spaceflightod a
written by a gentleman called Kenneth Gatland. He not only
popularised the subject, but had been instrumental in
persuading the US armed forces that launching small satellites
was a realistic proposition using the technology of the day. So
although the USSR was the first country to launch a satellite,

at least the USA had a space programme underway. It was
only when he died on 11th December 1997 that | discovered

was Ken Gatland.

Ken was born in Richmond on 20th October 1924, went to
Tolworth Junior School and then Hollyfield Secondary School
in Surbiton. He joined the design team of Hawker in Kingston

in 1941, where he worked on the Hurricane, Typhoon and

the Guided Missiled was publ i
which he married Doreen.

After Hawkers, he became editor of the astronautics section of
0The Aeroplanedé magazine in 19
the Daily and Sunday Telegraph.

Ken was one of the people who re-founded the British
Interplanetary Society (BIS) at the end of WW2. Famous members
included Arthur C Clarke and Patrick Moore. In 1959 Ken took
over from Patrick as editor of
and was president of the BIS from 1973 to 1976.

In 1981 he handed over editorshi
British Aerospace in Kingston, where he worked in the technical
publications department until his retirement in 1989. When the
aircraft factory closed in 1992 he co -founded the group dedicated to
preserving the memory of the aircraft industry in Kingston.

| have several of his books including his own personal copies. | contribute my part to the
discovery of space as | chair the international committee that designed the computer
language that controlled spacecraft such as Rosetta to comet 67P/Churyumov  dGerasimenko
and Cassini to Saturn.

and

that the Ken that | sat near to a Maryos E

Tempest WW2 fighter planes. Hi s
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Lesley Louise Miller Hays 1946 -2017 lan West & Nikki Cowlard

Lou was born on 12t December 1946 in
Balham to Mike Lawler and Mabel
Blanche Lawler (née Cooke). The family
moved to Gomshall in Surrey and then to
Epsom. She went to Parsons Mead Girls
School in Ashtead. She married John
Hays, a graphic designer, in the mid -
sixties and had two sons, Justin and
Casper. She was later divorced but
remained friends with John, and his
second wife. After her father died she
took on the responsibility of being the
primary bread winner for her sons and
widowed mother. She started work at a
local credit rating firm, Dunn and
Bradstreet, which led to a job in the credit
department of Chevron Oil Company. Of
over 130 people who applied for the
Chevron position she was the only woman, and she got the job. She rose to a senior
position as Credit Manager, and retired fro

Lou enjoyed sailing, and sailed with the off shore cruising club in the 1970s on Overlord .
She met Peter Marks through sailing and sailed for years with Peter on his boats. They
later married. She was keen to enjoy every opportunity that came her way and as well as
sailing she learned to shoot, fly and rally drive. Years of having to budget led to a love of
charity shop bargains, and resulted in her elegant off -site wardrobe and home furnishings.
Those who knew Lou as a friend found her supportive, entertaining, loyal and frank.

After taking early retirement Lou was able to indulge in her interest in classics and
archaeology. She took a degree and started digging with the Kent Archaeological Field
School. In 2005 Lou joined both the Surrey Archaeological Society and the Epsom and
Ewell History & Archaeology Society with a view to getting more involved. This she did in
spades d not only was she Conservation Officer, Treasurer and committee member for
EEHAS, she took her turn on the SyAS Council, was on the Investment Committee, was
Secretary for the Local History Committee, and on the Committee of the Roman Studies
Group.

Having |ived through the 196008s and 197060s
historic buildings was at its height, Lou felt strongly about protecting those that remained.

lan West remembers them sitting in the Town Hall from 7.30pm until after midnight
supporting the rejection of plans for the Durdans stables. She regularly e  -mailed Chris
Grayling to express her democratic views and he often responded immediately.

Lou found her niche with SyASd Artefacts
involved in both the finds team at the Roman sites at Ashtead, Abinger and Flexford, and
in the post ex -work which continues once the finds have been taken off site. She was on
the finds team during the Church Meadow excavations and was involved in the post
excavation work until just a few weeks before her death. Despite six years of
chemotherapy for cancer she did not lose her positivity or sense of humour, and made the
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