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Note on local government

1850: Epsom made a local board district.

1894: Epsom made an urban district. 

1934: Creation of Epsom and Ewell urban district (addition of parishes of 

Ewell and Cuddington)

1937: Epsom and Ewell made a municipal borough.



https://wellcomelibrary.org/moh/

https://wellcomelibrary.org/moh/


“If you go back to the 19th century, 
every part of the country had a 
Medical Officer of Health, and every 
year they would write an annual 
report on the health of their local 
communities”







Archaeology in the East End



the parish was [described as “..being densely peopled 

by the poorest class and having but little breathing 

space…..while hundreds swarm like bees, in close,

 un-sunned, low-lying courts….”.

MOH Report, St Matthew, Bethnal Green, 1855

https://wellcomelibrary.org/moh/report/b18253933/11#?m=0&cv=11&c=0&s=0&z=-0.8018%2C0.0247%2C2.6654%2C0.9423




https://archive.org/details/medicalofficerofhealthreports 

https://archive.org/details/medicalofficerofhealthreports




- Notions of public health developing in 1830s and 1840s

- Report on the Sanitary Condition of the Labouring Population of Great Britain 

- Radical findings: but based around the miasmatic theory of disease 

- Only way to stamp out urban poverty: eradicate miasmas at their source by  
cleaning up the city – improve water supply, build sewers and drains, regulate 
refuse disposal and control pollution

- Public health: challenge not for surgeons and physicians but for administrators 
and engineers.

- 1848 Public Health Act 

- General Board of Health established to oversee sanitation reform



- Cleaning up urban environment through improving sanitation (and using 
statistical analysis)

- Medical Officers of Health (MOHs) to supervise reforms in each parish

- First MOH report – City of London, 1848

- Intervention highly contentious (local issues at stake)

- Under the Metropolis Local Management Act 1855, London was divided into 
civil parishes for local administrative purposes.  Among the obligations of these 
new authorities was the appointment of MOHs

 

http://wellcomelibrary.org/moh/report/b1824404x#?asi=0&ai=0




Earliest report for Epsom and Ewell,  1905

Statistics on Population, Births and Deaths

Details on outbreaks of infectious diseases

Actions taken under the Sanitary Acts

Report of the Sanitary Inspector

Inspections of Factories and Workshops



























































“…if you look at the history of public health there has been a long-standing decline in our capacity to fight infectious disease 
going back 40 or 50 years or more… there has been a move away from public health. I think if you go back to the 19th 
century, every part of the country had a medical officer of health, and every year they would write an annual report on the 
health of their local communities, very largely focused on infection in those days, and part of the control of infection is to 
have an effective distributed system for testing, tracing and, where appropriate, isolating people with infectious diseases. We 
had lost that capability over a very prolonged period” 

Sir Mark Walport, Former Govt Chief Scientific Advisor (2013-17), UK COVID Enquiry, 21st June 2023



Thank You!
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